Name:________________________     Period: _______     Date: ___________

Policy Brief Exploration

In your project groups, answer all of the questions on this sheet thoroughly and using complete sentences.

Review: What four elements are found in any policy brief? 

Identify the four parts, and define how they are used
	1) __________________
	2) __________________
	3) __________________
	4) __________________

	Definition:_________________________________________________________________________
	Definition:_________________________________________________________________________
	Definition:_________________________________________________________________________
	Definition:_________________________________________________________________________


Explore: On my website I have listed some example Policy Briefs that you should investigate and evaluate. Choose two of these example policy briefs, review these policy briefs as a group, and then answer the questions below:

Policy Brief #1 - Title: ______________________________________________________
Summary:  a) Is the summary complete in telling you what issue is being discussed? Why or why not? 


____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________

Background information: a) List three relevant facts that this policy brief includes to inform the reader:

Fact 1:___________


Fact 2:___________


Fact 3:___________

	________________________________________________________________


b) What visual aides does this policy brief use to help give background info and data (check what you see):
☐   Text or Bullet Boxes

☐   Tables/Charts
☐   Graphics

☐   Photographs
☐   Specific Cases/Experiences
☐   Maps 

☐   An Outline
☐   Expert Testimony
Policy Options and Alternatives: a) List up to five main policy points or alternative solutions that this policy brief makes; these may or may not be section headings found throughout the brief

Point 1:________________________________________________________________

Point 2:________________________________________________________________

Point 3:________________________________________________________________

Point 4:________________________________________________________________

Point 5:________________________________________________________________
b) Which of these points seems to be the strongest? What makes it the strongest to you?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations: a) List up to three main policy recommendations that this policy brief makes

Recommendation 1:_________________________________________________________

Recommendation 2:_________________________________________________________
Recommendation 3:_________________________________________________________
b) Which of these recommendations seems to be the strongest? What makes it the strongest to you?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Overall Persuasiveness:  a) Overall, how effective was this policy brief in persuading you? Was it...

Short and to the Point?  ______
Based on Firm Evidence?  ______
Relating to the Big Picture? ______

b) Where in this Policy Brief did you see the authors trying to use Ethos, Pathos, and Logos?

Examples of Ethos:  
_________________________________________________________________

Examples of Pathos: 
_________________________________________________________________

Examples of Logos:
_________________________________________________________________

Policy Brief #2 - Title: ______________________________________________________
Summary:  a) Is the summary complete in telling you what issue is being discussed? Why or why not? 


____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________

Background information: a) List three relevant facts that this policy brief includes to inform the reader:

Fact 1:___________


Fact 2:___________


Fact 3:___________

	________________________________________________________________


b) What visual aides does this policy brief use to help give background info and data (check what you see):
☐   Text or Bullet Boxes

☐   Tables/Charts
☐   Graphics

☐   Photographs
☐   Specific Cases/Experiences
☐   Maps 

☐   An Outline
☐   Expert Testimony
Policy Options and Alternatives: a) List up to five main policy points or alternative solutions that this policy brief makes; these may or may not be section headings found throughout the brief

Point 1:________________________________________________________________

Point 2:________________________________________________________________

Point 3:________________________________________________________________

Point 4:________________________________________________________________

Point 5:________________________________________________________________
b) Which of these points seems to be the strongest? What makes it the strongest to you?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Recommendations: a) List up to three main policy recommendations that this policy brief makes

Recommendation 1:_________________________________________________________

Recommendation 2:_________________________________________________________
Recommendation 3:_________________________________________________________
b) Which of these recommendations seems to be the strongest? What makes it the strongest to you?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Overall Persuasiveness:  a) Overall, how effective was this policy brief in persuading you? Was it...

Short and to the Point?  ______
Based on Firm Evidence?  ______
Relating to the Big Picture? ______

b) Where in this Policy Brief[image: image1.png]*What is the issue (the policy debate)?
*Who is the audience?

*Who are the stakeholders?

*What are their interests?

*So, what are you recommending (what
policy action)?

*What is your outreach plan for the brief?



 did you see the authors trying to use Ethos, Pathos, and Logos?

Examples of Ethos:  
_________________________________________________________________

Examples of Pathos: 
_________________________________________________________________

Examples of Logos:
_________________________________________________________________

Research your own Issue: Use the rest of your time to start to research answers to your own issue. Take notes and write ideas in your journals! As you think about your issue, think about...   

How can you define your issue?

What would a summary of your issue look like?

What background information should you try to provide?

Are there other policy briefs that have been written already that tackle similar issues?

(Hint hint... search the internet!)

What persuasive tactics can you use to make your arguments as strong as possible?


